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Compiled by Warren Christiani
My family and I live in a crowded neighborhood that already has too many cars. Even if it had more room, we could not afford a second vehicle BECAUSE OF THE ONGOING GAS, INSURANCE AND LICENSING COSTS (I'm not yelling at you I just wanted to point out that this is the #1 reason we bought one). An e-bike allows me to go 23km to work (1-way) and free up the van for the family, as well as save a lot of money, which we then spend on other needs. It is also extremely environmentally friendly and safe. I have yet to have ANY drivers honk or yell at me because they were upset at my presence on the side of the road.

- ND, Cambridge

I currently ride a scooter style ebike.  It is more comfortable then a traditional style bike with an electric motor.  I feel I am more visible to traffic.  I am able to reduce the use of my car.  I think that the MTO should adopt and enforce the federal guidelines that define what a power assisted bicycle is.  The municipalities should not be able to institute bans on e-bikes on public bike paths or designated bike lanes, something they only dislike because it doesn't conform to their personal definition of what a power assisted bicycle is, because it looks like a powerful gas scooter. So far thankfully the law is on our side and so are many professional people and Canadian citizens. Lets hope that the Ontario Government and the MTO can see beyond the irrational opinions and fear of change.   

The pilot project has proven that

Scooter style ebikes can operate safely 

They are more visible to drivers

They have brake lights and signals

They are very visible at night

They provide more protection from the elements

They provide more crash protection

They are not capable of being pedaled beyond the 32km limit

They take up no more space in bike lanes then an open frame bike

They are allowing people to leave their cars at home

They outsell open frame electric bikes 50 to 1

They are providing an economic benefit in these tough times(to importers, dealers and riders)

- PS, Hamilton

Cheaper to operate for me, one fewer automobile on the road for everyone else.

Emissions (even accounting for emissions generated at the electrical generation plant) are much lower. If charged in a solar shed (a future project of mine) emissions are 0.

- RM, Oshawa

Clean Air, Less Carbon Taxes, Less Noise If Any, No License, No Road Rage, People are more friendly when there having fun, No Insurance, No Registration, Less accidents.  

- CG

It is very important that we as a society do everything possible to encourage people to explore carbon free or low carbon producing forms of transportation. We need to create incentives (NOT BARRIERS) to help people make alternative choices. E-Bikes are an excellent and fairly inexpensive way for people to introduce themselves to all electric vehicles. It is also important to understand why scooter style e-bikes remain as a equal choice for bike riders. The scooter style e-bike has a number of advantages :

1) Larger more comfortable seat

2) More storage compartments

3) Excellent brakes

4) Proper head light, Brake light, and turn signal lights

5) Security alarm systems

6) Heavier weight (making them much harder to steal)

7) A smoother more comfortable ride (bigger tires and suspension)

- ES, Toronto

No air pollution -- less traffic on suburban streets –

- SM, London

I have some mobility problems medically speaking, but having been a motorcycling fan...I much prefer to use my scooter- style e-bike rather than my car for local trips.    
- R,  Toronto

In 1993 my truck was forced off the road by a drunk driver i have Not driven since, now with an ebike-scooter i am on the road in a cycle mode of transport also being e-friendly, its a beneficial mode of transport for me and the trees. also it has improved my career.

i own 2, 1 for me and 1 for the mrs.

- CJ, Ottawa

ebikes for me are great. don’t need a licence or insurance. I’m out in the fresh air. I’m not polluting which is something I’m concerned about.

- BH, Whitby 

Along with the fact it is better for the environment (don’t burn gas) it is a good means of transportation for people who are not able to drive a motor vehicle due to cost of vehicle, cost of fuel, cost of insurance and cost of maintenance.  Also, if a person is not allowed (due to health reasons) to drive a motor vehicle, but is safe to ride a bicycle (or e-bike) it is a very important means of getting out (not being confined to residence) which helps coping with anxiety, depression and a lot of health issues.

- KC, Oshawa
Any cars that we can take off the road to both help cut down on greenhouse gases and traffic are a good thing.  I feel strongly that it would be a mistake for any governing body to put measures in place to slow the increase of e-bike adopters, given what a hot-button GREEN is today.
- HR, Richmond Hill

The e-bike is an affordable, environmentally responsible and FUN alternative mode of transportation.  It gets people out in the fresh air, slowing down enough to really appreciate the scenery as they travel.  They are an excellent conversation starter, which builds a sense of belonging and community.  They are easy to maintain, easy to park, noiseless and convenient for most intracity commuting.  They can carry small loads of groceries, making them an excellent alternative for running to the store for a quick something.  They are used worldwide, and Ontario must follow the lead of the rest of the continent and maintain their status as a power assisted bicycle with the rules and regulations as written in the current pilot project.  To do anything else is hypocritical and counter productive, as the government constantly claims that "going green" is a very important priority.

- DZ, London

E-bikes are a wonderful thing…..what more has to be said! 

As I indicated above……it gives me freedom to travel to and from work (Waterloo to St. Jacobs) daily and travel around town to appointments. Since it takes only a little electricity to charge them the cost is low as is the consumption to the ‘grid’. 

By allowing the e-bike you are also opening the ability for our teens (16 years and over) to get to and from their part-time jobs. What better way to teach the ‘kids’ than on a slower moving vehicle. My daughter (14) can hardly wait until she can get her own bike and thus be able to get around town more easily.

Since I started riding in May 2008 I’ve totally enjoyed my ability to get around town. Many people have stopped me for information once I’ve explained the benefits of the E-bike with the biggest being……IT’S GREAT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT!!!!  

More public knowledge has to be brought forth to further educate the general public as to what an Ebike is. I do have the license plate (thanks to Pete) indicating that it’s an Ebike but some people still think I should be in the regular lanes rather than the bike lane. 

I really think the MTO would be doing a disservice to Ontario if they stopped the E-bikes from being on the roads……no gas emission, would take smaller parking lots, easier commute just to mention a few. 

- KC, Waterloo

My scooter style e-bike allows me to replace my car for everyday driving. I use it to get to work, run errands, and for recreation.  The cargo capacity within the scooter greatly enhances its function.

- DB, Burlington

In this time of environmental issues, a failing economy, a bottleneck of traffic on our highways, lack of parking and people that cannot afford to drive but need to get to work, why wouldn’t the province make it easy to encourage people to adopt another mode of transportation ?  I have been a cyclist for 4 years, an e-bike rider for 1 year (I do not own a personal vehicle).  I was cut off, side swiped and actually hit by vehicles on my traditional bike.  The e-bike is bigger, brighter and my experience is that it is safer because motorists give a much wider berth when passing.    With signals, brake lights, and head lights, e-bikes are highly visible to motorists and the rider’s intentions are easily understood (e.g signaling a turn, braking). As well my community has adopted bike lanes which are non-intrusive to the regular flow of traffic.  In my experience, traditional cyclists have been open and accepting of sharing bike lanes and bike paths with the e-bike riders.  Whenever possible I use the off road bike paths to travel from one end of my community to the other, totally bypassing any issues with having to share the road with motorists.

E-bikes are a win-win for the individual who wishes to pursue a cost-effective, safe, reliable and environmentally friendly form of transportation, and for the community that supports e-bike usage to alleviate traffic, parking and pollution.  If the MTO starts requiring licensing, insurance and restricting bike lane access for e-bikes, then is the next step to introduce regulations for traditional cyclists who share our roads and bike lanes, or physically challenged individuals who ride 4 wheel electric scooters on pedestrian sidewalks, and require them to have operator licenses and insurance?  Absolutely ridiculous!   The difference between my e-bike and traditional bike is only that I do not have to pedal, and this power assist allows me to travel farther without fatigue and thereby enlarges the perimeters of where I can commute without using a pollution causing, traffic building, and for the most part, an unnecessary car.  I commute to work, and do my grocery shopping, banking and other errands on the e-bike, which I otherwise would have to borrow a car to accomplish.  I am not contributing to air or noise pollution, adding to traffic or impinging on the rights of either motorists or cyclists.  

I hope the MTO realizes that e-bikes are a positive form of transportation, and that they will encourage and support riders and communities to embrace the electric bike.  This means not making it onerous, expensive and in the end unfeasible for individuals to adopt the e-bike as an alterative to automobiles.

- JW, Burlington

Energy use reduction/greener.   Lower cost transportation.  Enjoyment.  Does not take up parking car space

- JM, Niagra-on-the-Lake

E-bikes are amazing. They are a safe, low-speed, and QUIET form of transportation that has allowed me to use an emission-free form of transportation for distances that are not practical to do on a bicycle. Lack of shower facilities at work, the necessity to carry several changes of clothing when I do bicycle, and grinding up and down several hills daily makes riding a bike to our downtown area not feasible. I considered other forms of transportation, and the e-bike fit the bill. The primary reason for this was, although very, very, VERY slow (just get on one!), the low costs of operating it made it my primary choice of vehicle. If there were license, insurance, and registration costs plus parking space costs for the e-bike, I would not have purchased it. I would have bought a second vehicle that I could have driven year-round. Please note that public transport in Kingston between downtown and our residential area is ridiculous – it is infrequent and requires 3 transfers to get downtown. With the e-bike, I am downtown 4 times a week and am able to frequent our downtown core and patronize local shops rather than relying on my car to take me to the local big box store. I plan not to use my automobile until the snow flies, hopefully in December!

Please note that the scooter-style e-bike was also a primary factor in my decision. As an avid traditional bicyclist, I know that the current and only possible design of a battery-assisted bicycle raises its center of gravity. This makes such a bicycle unwieldy and unstable. Also, the argument often seen online is that the added weight of batteries is similar to that of loaded panniers. Well, I can tell you from experience that one of the primary selling features of regular bicycles is a low bicycle weight! The lower the weight, the more appealing the bicycle as the easier it is to power both uphill and on the flats. Very few cyclists are prepared to push the additional battery weight on the flats on a traditional bicycle in order to have some power assistance up hills! And just imagine the difficulty when one wants to carry groceries, too! No one loads panniers to their maximum and happily and efficiently bikes to the store or to work, especially if there are no shower facilities available and it is 35C outside. No one. Just check out any bicycle website, and you will find ways to decrease the weight of your bicycle, not increase it. And this is most likely why the scooter-style e-bikes are so popular to the general public – one can hop on, and safely and inexpensively conduct routine errands and trips to and from work, thus making this a very attractive form of environmentally-conscious transportation. This should be encouraged rather than discouraged.

We are trying as a society to cut our carbon emissions. An e-bike is an excellent way to do this. Urban noise is also of great concern. E-bikes also address this issue. But increased e-bike use will only occur if there is a financial advantage to using one, because in this day of severe economic uncertainty, money is the deciding factor for the majority of people. If you make this form of transportation cheap and easy to use, then it will be used. 

Please keep the e-bike legislation as it is and help transform Ontario from a province of automobile-reliant citizens to a province of emission and energy-conscious e-bike riders.

- HD, Kingston

The benefits to myself with the e-bike laws right now are that I have the freedom to go to town when I want for pennies as opposed to calling a cab and waiting and then paying a high dollar for that service.

It cost me 15 dollars to go exactly 6 kms to the local donut shop. There and back is 30 dollars+tip. On the e-bike I have put 5480 km on the original battery in the last 2 years, to do that in the cab would cost me 13 700 dollars. Amazing. Of coarse I go other places than the donut shop but that shows you the savings by using the e-bike. I bought the bike for $2400 and we will say 400 charges on the battery at we will say 15 cents a charge( over estimation) that’s 60 dollars in electricity. So I see it as 2460 dollars to go 5480kms bike and fuel. I have bought the replacement battery already because I assumed I would have scraped my original already but still with the i-Pod speakers and a lot of my rides happen at night(lesser traffic) batteries still kick out good distance.2.23 cents a kilometer at this point and every km I go it gets lesser. 

Keep it the way it is now for laws and regulations, if anything let them go faster, the closer to the speed limit the safer I think because right now you not only have to worry about what is in front of you but what is coming from behind.

E-bikes\E-motorcycles are a good thing, saves the environment and the bill fold.

- AB, Seaforth

My first reason for getting onto a scooter style E-Bike was for cost. It was a very cheep way to get to and from work, plus get around town without using a car or having to wait on Public Transportation.

 As the added benefits came as a second thought, however I have come to realize they are just as important.

 Less air pollution by way of lack of burning gas, Less noise pollution as E-bikes make almost no noise at all when compared to a car/motor scooter.

- BM, Guelph

Under current circumstances, with the unchecked aggression of drivers in most communities and a car culture that views itself as the sole solution to transport, the benefits to myself and to the community by proxy, are almost zero. However, with increased cycle-designated space and protection, the benefits in the coming oil-depleted society would be obvious and in some cases would save communities from a zero-alternative dilemma. An additional point: there are 3 types of transportation and therefore, 3 requirements for space: 1. Walking; 2. Cycling (including e-bikes); 3. Motorized traffic. In the event ANY of these 3 are mixed together, the systems in place are almost useless and will have to be changed to have any meaningful success.

- JC, Scarborough

It saves our household the cost of an extra vehicle. It saves on gas, oil, etc. It is healthy, enjoyable, quiet, and extremely environmentally-friendly.  It is also time-saving – less hassle for parking. It creates a lot of friendly community comments so great for socializing and community acceptance,  It gives me some independence at an affordable cost. I REALLY hope that the government continues to allow and encourage the use of ebikes and scooter style ebikes as the scooter-style is much more comfortable and useful for the older crowd who still want the advantages of the ebike.  

There simply does not HAVE to be a lot of government controls put in place – there are pedal bikes that can go considerably faster than many ebikes, especially with the governed/controlled speeds of ebikes. If they are treated as bicycles, use the same rules of the road, then there should be no problems.  They do not need additional registration, licencing, insurance or regulations – those that are in place with the pilot project are quite good as is. Another thought would be to extend the pilot project for another one to two years, given the state of the economy, and see how well accepted these vehicles become in a cost/cash/environment conscious political atmosphere. 

- PC, Oakville

E-bikes allow us a safe, easy and affordable form of transportation that is extremely environmentally friendly.  With low speed, high visibility and adherence to the laws, any restriction on their ease of use or availability would harm the chance we have to help keep cars parked and reduce pollution in our urban centers.  The scooter style is great because of the storage capacity and safety features further broadening their uses.

- AS, Mississauga

Less pollution, less noise, less parking space, it gives me a second vehicle in the summer months.
- MG, Pembroke

My main reason for getting an e-bike was that there was no additional cost(no insurance or licence) with obtaining the bike. I use it almost exclusively to travel to work(weather permitting), and haven't had any serious issues with other traffic. For the spring, summer and fall, I haven't had to rely on a second vehicle for our family because of my e-bike. I feel that I've saved enough money, using my e-bike rather than another vehicle, to provide our home with heating fuel for three months(a substantial saving). Also, there are no emissions from the bike, which is good for the environment.
- CR, Dashwood

I ride my e-bike to the go station every day for work. Therefore there is one less car commuting to work everyday. I also take my e-bike on weekends for any errands where I do not have to carry many items. It is really a great alternative to a car, is really no different then a bicycle (including the scooter style) based on the speed limitations of it. Everyone seems to be worried about the environment but this is just talk. It is time the Ontario government saw these bikes as a great alternative to driving a car and stepped up to the plate like many of the other provinces in Canada and provided legislation to permanently allow them on the roads and bike paths.

- PH, Whitby

I purchased a bike as I wanted to do my bit to help the environment (along with no longer using my dishwasher, or air conditioning).  I use it to do all of my short trips around town, and anything that can be reached with the battery.  This year, I expect to do a lot more than last as I had injured my shoulder last year and therefore did not use it very much.  To restrict the usage of these bikes as opposed to promoting them with every thing possible, is to me totally to deny that our world is in trouble and we MUST conserve in everyway possible.  So to tax and take a money grab on these bikes would kill their growth – they are vital we must support them

- SG, Dundas

I already have a motorcycle and licence, we purchased the ebikes to assist us with the terrain we bike through while we are out spending time together. We find ourselves having so much fun that we are taking them to the corner store and even to the grocery store, using back packs. We are saving fuel and helping the environment. Our ebikes are one of the greatest purchases we have made in years. any regulation would certainly impact in a negative way and might have prevented us from the purchase. North America needs to get more involved with these, additionally they have slowed our lives down and relaxed us more. Reducing stress and possibly lowering blood pressure.
- DC, Kingston

The brilliance of e-bikes has a long list of benefits . Below are just a few of the positive aspects of this product

Affordable transportation for ages 16 and above for school, work, etc...

Convenient for short commutes and/or running errands which decreases the need for gas powered vehicles or single occupancy of gas powered vehicles

Easy and cheaper parking options

Less consumption and need for oil based products which decreases the need for violence in the world which is world friendly 

Most importantly - GLOBALLY ECO FRIENDLY

- NW, Mississauga

easy parking, no Licence required, cheap to operate, Low carbon footprint
- RW, Mississauga

I don't pollute while riding, I generate less traffic congestion.

- SL, Toronto

Well I used to commute with a bicycle back and forth to work, but knee and back problems prevented me from continuing. After I bought the Scooter Style E-Bike I was able to continue commuting back and forth to work without any body problems. Also my E-Bike has expanded my range of places I go to on a regular basis. I do not drive a car or even have a license, nor do I want or need one with my E-Bike available to me as my primary vehicle.

- KF, North York
The environmental benefits are obvious. I'd rather ride an ebike than get a gas-powered scooter or motorcycle. I'd rather not have to take the car everywhere, especially for shorter trips, or if it's just me traveling.

This would help reduce greenhouse emissions as well as keep traffic levels from further escalating.
- RC, Toronto

We have a scooter style ebike and we love it. I have a longer commute than my wife but it is only 7kms. It would save money on gas especially since it’s all short trips. I usually try to ride my bicycle to work when weather permits but my knees aren’t the best. Riding my ebike allows me to still enjoy riding outside. It is better for the environment and I don’t HAVE to pedal. I can shower at work but it’s a hassle. I can’t wait to use it this season for all my trips to the store for a few things instead of firing up the old minivan. Zero emissions, quiet and environmentally responsible. What’s not to love? I don’t have a problem registering or plating but insurance costs are way too high ( at least for 50cc gas scooters). I don’t see why the Ontario gov’t doesn’t get it!

- MH, Napanee

For me, its environmental (just doing my part), reducing gas consumption, saving me a little bit of money personally to boot. I cannot see why the province would not jump at this as an opportunity to promote environmental stewardship, especially in larger cities. Take a stand, put all electric bikes on the road (with their required safety features if they need to), and get on with it, and do it without forcing additional costs on those who prefer to do something good about the environment.

- RW, Wyoming (Ontario)

Benefit to tax payers by limiting heavy wear and tear on infrastructure.

Obvious benefit to the environment by zero emissions.

Reductions in noise pollution from gas vehicles.

Benefit to community bonds (easier, slower, more peaceful feel to cities/towns) and lifestyles.

Little to no risk of hazardous waste spills that other transportation has. (ie. gasoline, motor oil, anti-freeze, engine coolant…)

- CS, Guelph

Personally I ride for the convenience sake, I don’t care at all about the ‘Green’ aspect of riding but riding does remove the strain on our overburdened, perfectly timed Public Transit (sarcasm). It does allow me the freedom to go when and where I want.

- BB, Oshawa

What are the benefits to the community?

I do not need or use my car for most city trips.

I do not pollute the air or crowd the streets as much as with a car.

There are less cars on the streets in general.

- FD, Toronto

The main benefit  to myself is the annual cost of transportation to and from work.

The main benefit I see for others is the freedom to travel independently if they do not have the ability to acquire a driver’s or motorcycle license whose reason may vary from financial to health. They would not have to rely on family/friends or public transportation to get to work, doctors appointments, shopping trips etc.

The main benefit I see to the community is the freedom from noise and air pollution along with the lower infrastructure cost associated with less motor vehicle traffic( which will hopefully be slightly offset by the community’s progressive bike lane build programs)

The main problem I see out there with e bikes on the road is the lack of proper enforcement  and education of the traffic laws concerning bicycles (and in turn e-bikes) which will prevent  accidents which is what the main reason these laws are in place and supposedly not to protect financial interest of certain special interest groups and agencies.

- WH, Windsor

I have a scooter style E-bike that I use as secondary transportation.  I do not have to purchase a second car for use when my wife has the car out, as I use the E-bike to get coffee and run errands.   If I want to make a quick stop at a store or go to the bank I don’t need to get in the car, I can hop on the scooter.  We see these scooters used primarily in the city for commuters, but I think they have an even greater effective purpose in the suburbs.  Our suburbs have been designed with the assumption that we will have cheap oil forever, and hence are not easily walkable.  Some areas are not particularly safe for bicycles, so the primary mode of transportation is by car.  As the cost of fuel increases, the ability to get around and function in the suburbs will be increasingly stressed.  Mass transit is not as effective in the suburbs due to the scale of sprawl.   The ability to use a low energy electric vehicle as an alternative means of transportation can help prevent high fuel costs from strangling the development in our suburbs.

- KS, Pickering
I use less gas, there is less depreciation to my vehicles. I take up less space on the road and contribute nothing to noise pollution.

- TB, Oshawa

I have an older F 150 pickup truck. In the last month and a half since I've had my e-scooter it's remained parked. If more people used this environmentally friendly transportation think of all the pollutants that would not be going into the air we breathe. The next time you get a chance take notice of the cars on a busy street I think you will find the majority have only one occupant. I prefer the scooter style e-bike for numerous reasons. I am 63 years of age with arthritis and find my bike more comfortable for longer trips. 
As far as versatility goes my bike has lots of storage for picking up groceries or other items I might use a car for. Also for people who commute to work the scooter style helps keep your clothes clean and neat with the front tower and floor to protect from mud and water on the street. On a hot day if a person needs to look presentable on the job using an e-bike would give them a better chance of not arriving with sweat stains on their clothes. Also Premier McGuinty is trying to get the province to use wind power and decrease pollution. What would this say about the Government if they were to ban e-scooters just because a certain vocal organization does not want to share the road with them.
Hi Warren I just want to add another argument for the e-scooters. As our population ages I have heard from seniors that loosing their right to drive has about the same impact as being diagnosed with cancer. I guess it means an era of there life has ended. With an e-scooter they can still have mobility to visit friends and relatives and not be as much a danger to themselves and others than if they were driving a two ton vehicle. They still have the feeling of independence and beside what could be cooler to the grandkids than Grandma on a scooter

- TS, Windsor

Having two e-bikes and one car enables our household to manage traveling to and from work, appointments and recreational travel within our community when our bicycles are not quite enough to travel longer distances.
My husband and I are in our early 50’s and we manage very well with one small car, two e-bikes and two regular bicycles. With our age has come arthritis and other concerns that normally come with age. We both work within our community and are able most days from spring to fall to travel using the bicycles. In the colder weather or If we have somewhere else to go after work within the community, we will use the e-bikes. We enjoy touring through the bike trails throughout Durham on both the e-bikes and bicycles. We have even rented a small trailer to take our e-bikes to Toronto to travel the lakeshore on nice days.  We use the car primarily for transporting more than we can carry on the e-bikes, if we are traveling outside our region or if the weather is very bad (we both have rain gear and warm clothing to manage moderate weather).
If the government brings in regulations that would make the e-bike prohibitive to use or cost the same as a faster or farther traveling modes of transport, than I would definitely rethink continuing to use this viable mode of transportation that eases congestion on our roads, provides a more direct and time efficient means of movement vs. public transit, does not require large parking areas or paid parking, eases pollution from carbon monoxide and noise and is affordable for those who cannot afford a licensed vehicle. I don’t know if our customers (80% over the age of 50) would consider the cost worth it and may not have the opportunity to use a regular bicycle without power assistance as an alternative mode of transport within their communities. I think that you will find that most e-bike riders are very respectful of the road safety laws and practice them much more than the casual cyclist. As in any group, there may be some who are not thoughtful or courteous users of the road/pathways but because the e-bike is under such scrutiny, we are much more aware of not offending drivers, cyclists or pedestrians.

- WG, Oshawa

The benefits are numerous... and I'm sure you've read hundreds of them.  Quite simply - it's simple transportation! 

My favourite will be not standing in a HUGE line to purchase a bus pass every 30 days. 

Also, these bikes have the potential to get greener and greener because if the power companies decide to produce cleaner electricity, then the bike gets cleaner, too!

 - JA, Ottawa
I ride for pleasure, and have the scooter style, as it is more comfortable, and has the convenience of brake lights, signal lights, and I thinks this makes the a safer bike.

They also have high, and low beam headlights, which makes you much more visible to drivers,

If you ride defensively as all bike riders should do, E-Bikes are a great green way of having fun, or short commutes.

I hope the government don't kill the E-Bike like they killed the moped..

The part of the scooter style, I find there should be no difference in the law, what does it matter if you pedal, or not, you can only go 32 km per hr.  I don't even ride it that fast all the time, as I like to enjoy the ride, not a race, and also to conserve battery power.

I drive a Dodge Ram 1500 truck, but when I don't need to carry any large items, I will take the bike to town.  If more of us done that, there would be allot less pollution, and far less cars on the road at once, less wear and tear of the pavement, quieter, no idling the list goes on.

Other countries have benefited largely from Electric Bikes, why don't we go with the times.  

- JM, Beachville

I think the ebikes are great. I think with Toronto wanting to increase the number of diesel trains passing thru our neighbourhoods, we should be doing everything we can to reduce our emissions, and the ebikes are a great start. There is a blog at http://web.me.com/thebandmobile/TBM/Welcome.html about a guy that bought a ebike and parked his 1/2 tonne truck for the summer to help the enviroment and see how much gas he can save.
- KH, Halton Region

For me the E-Bike (Scooter Style) is my main commuter vehicle. It allows me to travel around my local area. This is my third season and close to 7000km with an e-bike. 

I am able to do almost all of my shopping and appointments via e-bike. Which in most cases is cheaper than transit or car, and I am not adding to the pollution of using an ice vehicle, especially for short runs. 

These are a great vehicle and I find the limited speed of 32kph to be no problem at all. For the province to put any serious regulations against e-bikes, especially scooter style, would be a great sin.

Unless the province is not really interested in alternative transportation and their green aspirations are just a shame. From what I have gleaned, scooter style have out sold bicycle style 50 to 1.

I find them safe and have no serious problems with traffic in my travels around my local area of Durham Region. If anything we need more support from the province to promote and educate the general public about e-bikes. As they are still fairly unknown to the general public, there are too many misconceptions out there.
- JF, Oshawa

I currently have a large Dodge Ram that is driven to work daily. (7 miles per gallon).  This would be left parked at my residence if e-bikes were allowed to legally ply our urban streets. This would result in fuel conservation, reduced CO2 emissions and an overall healthier environment.
- AR, Whitby

I am a 74 year old living in hilly community. While I am reasonably fit, I can see the day coming when the hill climbs involved in going anywhere in this city would be too much for me. I'm trying to minimize the use of my car and the EBike has allowed me to do that. I  hope it will continue to "flatten the hills" for me for many years to come.

- ON, Peterborough

The appeal of e-bikes is something that is currently on the rise. I think some of the popularity comes from the concept of a "pick-up and go" mode of transportation. I can walk out my door today, buy and e-bike, change, and ride it the next day. There isn't a need for registering it, insuring it, etc, etc. It is an environmentally clean, efficient, mode of transportation. Restricting that access would, in my opinion, hinder it. Let's not forget the green aspect of these vehicles. Living in a small city, I think this kind of vehicle could become favored over cars and buses. A new mode of transportation that cuts back on emissions is a good one for me.
- RM, Oakville

Alternative forms of green transportation should be encouraged, not restricted.  If you load restrictions on a vehicle that travels no faster than a regular bicycle, you will not succeed in getting people out of their cars. 

The demographic for e-bikes and e-scooters skews toward the 40 to 70 yr old driver, who knows the rules of the road, having driven an automobile possibly for twenty-five to fifty years.  This same demographic may have issues with osteoarthritis in the hips and knees, and although they might wish they could still ride a conventional bicycle, the pain involved is too great.

This cohort of society should be encouraged to leave their autos at home, even some of the time, and join the green revolution in transportation.  An e-bike or e-scooter, which travels at a modest 32 km/h, suits older operators.  They have long gotten over that "need for speed" that other modes of transportation, like mo-peds and motorcycles satisfy. 

- SP, Toronto

I ride my bike every day to work, 17km's one way. If I didn't have my scooter, I would be driving my gas guzzling full size van back and forth. ( the van is for pulling my boat, camping etc) It's having a positive impact on my financial situation. The environment is very important to me. I feel that I'm doing my part in protecting the environment.
- DB, Amherstburg

I enjoying having the option of biking to work and saving money. I find it convenient and easy to use my e-bike and I would hope that the government also sees that using alternative transportation is advantageous to everyone in the neighbourhood.

- SF, Windsor

to start with the carbon footprint is nil.  any of the above would restrict those infirm but not disabled  to  inexpensive and carbon free transportation.  a case in point an older senior  living on a single pension on my street has to walk to her doctors 8 blocks away as the bus doesn’t pass thru there, or she has to take a taxi.  university students would benefit by not having to take a bus at 2.50 a time, and many more instances. i know of 4 nurses that ride

- TV, Peterborough

By being able to ride an Ebike, I have been able to save money that I wouldn't have in the first place against purchasing a vehicle and thus creating harmful emissions into our air, or using fossil fuels.  I pay about 25 cents to charge by Ebike.  Being able to use my bike for errands has made it more able for me to support a variety of merchants and have found that cars and conventional cyclists are all able to share the road together.

Legislation will put Toronto behind in advancing new and greener technology compared to other provinces and cities.  With gridlock in so much of Toronto and a traffic problem out of control, it's time for us to embrase alternative transportation that's more enviromentally friendly, then have a fear of it. 

Cyclists are cyclists, whether electric or conventional.  Anything to reduce the amount of cars on the road and emissions should be embrased, rather than restricted.

If anything, Toronto should be focusing on enforcing more people wearing helmets.
- DV, Toronto
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